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ORDINANCE NO 1147-A

INTRODUCED BY ALL COMMISSIONERS

PROVIDING FOR RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR CITY OF WARRENTON
WATER DEPARTMENT AND ALL AREAS SERVED BY THE MUNICIPAL
WATER DEPARTMENT OUTSIDE WARRENTON'S CITY LIMITS; REQUIRING
INSTALLATION OF WATER METERS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS OR PARTS THEREOF IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A
PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF ANY TERMS AND CONDITIONS HEREIN

The City of Warrenton, Oregon, Ordains as follows:
Section 1. DERINITIONS

“Single Family” is defined as one who uses waler for normal family use, watering
a lawn and/or garden.

“Multi-Family” ts defined as a building or portion thereof designed for occupancy
of two or more families.

“Commercial” is defined as one who is engaged in commerce and uses water
during the course of a business where profit is a chief aim.

“Industrial” is defined as a business involved in the commercial production and
sale of goods,

“Institutional” is defined as an organization or foundation dedicated to education,
public service, or culture, i.e., schools, rest homes, hospitals, jails.

“Wholesale” is defined as a business involved in selling goods in large quantities.

“Living Unit” is defined as any living quarters in which cooking or toilet facilities
are provided. A recreational vehicle, trailer or mobile home which is attached to a
private service line constitutes a living unit. An additional minimum monthly fee, flat
rate or metered, shall be charged against the account to which such connection is made.

Section 2. APPLICATIONS

(1) Application for the use of water must be made on printed forms to be furnished by
the City. The applicant must state fully and truly all purposes for which the water may be
required and must agree to conform to rules and reguiations as a condition for the use of
water. The owner of cach property to be served must sign for such service; if the
property is to be rented, leased or occupied by other than the owner, and if it is the
stipulation of the owner that such occupant, hereafter referred to as “persons
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responsible,” must pay for the water service, then this person must also complete and sign
the application form. A new application must be made for each change in use or
ownership,

(2) Application for permits to connect premises with the city water system shall be in
writing and signed by the owner and the individual then currently responsible for
payment.

(3) Any person supplied with water from the City main will not be entitled to use it for
any purpose other than that stated in the application, or to supply it in any way to other
persons or families not mentioned in said application, including vacation {railers, mobile
homes, boats, etc.

(4) Anyone moving from or selling the property must indicate his release of
responsibility by notifying the City prior to the date of leaving.

(5) The property owner of record shall be ultimately responsible for the payment of ail
charges prescribed in this ordinance. If the property is rented and the renter fails to pay
the charges, the City shall submit the bill to the property owner.

(6) Upon installation, each service location will be assigned reference numbers.

Section 3. INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE

(1) Installation: A new service may be instalied upon application and payment of the
current water tap fee. Upon payment therefore, the water department will furnish all
labor and materials necessary for such installation. All meters shall be installed in the
City right-of-way at the adjacent property line of the property to be served.

(2) Service: All water users with % inch service lines shall be reguired to install water
meters, the kind or make of said meter to be approved or designated by the Public Works
department. Upon the applicant’s payment, in {ull, of both current tap and meter charges,
meters may be installed by the Public Works department. The department will attempt to
make any and ail installations as soon as possible, in the order received.

(3} Water Meters: Water meters will be installed to serve multiple living units, such as
duplexes, apartinent houses, etc., unless the owner requests a separate service for each
unit, If a separate service is requested, each such service will be metered and charged the
appropriate rate,

(4) Accessibility of Meters: The person responsible for any property where a meter is
located shall see that said meter is free from obstructions and conveniently accessible at
all times for the purpose of reading, inspecting or repairing. Failure to do so shail result
in a letter of warning and may resulf in loss of service. Meters shall be located 12 inches
inside the public or street right-of-way.
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(5) Float Valve: No water shall be used in open tanks, troughs or other containers into
which water drips continuously without the installation of automatic float vaives.

(6) Cross-Connections: No cross-connection is allowable that may present any
possibility of contaminanis returning from a private system fo the municipal system.
Should a cross-connection be possible, installation of a double check testable back flow
device is mandatory,

(7) Caneeling Accounts/Meter Removal: A petition for cancellation shall only be
allowed under the following conditions; existing accounts associated with properties that
have no structure; structures that are not required to have water service per building codes
and/or fire codes; or a dangerous building or structure that has been ordered abated by
order of the Building Official or Fire Chief and will be removed under City Ordinance
852-A. Owners of buildings or structures that have been extensively damaged by fire,
earthguake or other catastrophic event and will not be rebuilt may petition to have a
meter removed upon review by the Building Official and/or Fire Chief. Utility base rates
shall not apply to cancelled accounts. Once a petition is approved by the City Manager,
the City will remove the waler meter service associated with the account and the account
will be cancelled. The fee for meter removal is set by resolution. The City will reinstall
the water meter upon a successful application for a new service including all applicable
fees, and a new account will be established,

(8) Service Pipe: Service pipe of any size between the main and building shall be of the
type and material specified by state code. Service pipes between the main and meter or
shut-off shall be installed and maintained by the City Public Works department. The
water service line from a meter or shut-off to the building shall be maintained by the
property owner, 1f check valves restricting back flow are installed on a customer’s
service line, a proper relief valve shall also be installed therein.

(9) Repair and Protection: All service pipes except that portion between the tap in the
City main and the curb stop or meter must be kept in repair and protected from freezing
al the expense of the owner, lessee or agent, who must be responsible for all damages
resulting from leaks or breaks. Failure to comply will result in discontinuance of service.

(10) Meter Repair: The expense of maintaining meters will be borne by the City;
provided, however, that where replacements, repairs, or adjustments of a meter arc made
necessary by the act, negligence, or carelessness of the owner or occupant of the
premises, the expense to the City caused thereby may be charged and collected from the
party that caused such act, negligence, or carelessness whether owner or occupant of the
premises.

(11) Private Shut-Off: A shut-off shall be maintained by the owner for each service
and made available for emergency use.
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(12) Meter out of Order: If a meter is out of order and not registering accurately, the
charge shall be computed on the basis of a monthly average of the previous twelve
months, such {ime sequence being necessary to encompass seasonal use.

(13) Tampering: No person shall connect, remove, repair or otherwise disturb any
water meter or service after once set; but, at the discretion of the City, a meter may be
removed by the City for an unpaid account. Water services that have been “Locked Off,”
and turned back on by anyone other than a city official shall be reported to the Police
Department as “Thefi of Service.”

(14) Damages: The person responsible or owner shall be responsible for any damages
to the locking device affixed at time of shut-off, or to any meter or meter box which gives
evidence of having been damaged by carelessness or vandalism. These charges will be
billed separately; however, failure to pay within 90 days shall result in discontinuance of
water service.

(1) Billing, Due Dates and Past Due Penalties:

a. Payments are due on a monthly basis. Each bill rendered shall contain the final date
on which payment is due. If the bill is not paid by that date, the account shall be
considered delinquent. Water charges for consumption in the previous month shall
be billed at the beginning of the following month and are due and payable at
Warrenton City Hall on the last business day of the same month in which the bill is
issued. All payments on account shall reference the appropriate customer number.

b. If payment in full is not received by 5:00 PM on the last business day of the month,
a late charge penalty set by resolution will be added. If the account is stil} unpaid
ont the 1 of the month foliowing the date the payment was due, a bill will be mailed
to the person responsible showing all charges due with a past due notification.

¢. The city will send a reminder letter of these late charges to the property owner and
tenant (if they are not the same) on or near the 7 of the month.

d. A water turn-off notice will be hung on or near the 14" day of the month stating
water service will be discontinued on, or a specified date near, the 20 of that
month if the account remains unpaid. Once a water turn-off notice has been sent,
payment must be made i1 full for the past due amount to avoid service termination.
The customer will be charged a past due penalty for the water turn-off notice as set
by resolution. A water turn-off notice will be hung on subject property and the
corresponding fee will be attached to the prior renter/owner’s account even if the
prior renter/owner no longer resides at the property.

e.  Water may be shut off on faifure to comply with the rules and regulations
established as a condition to the use of water, or to pay any charges in the time and
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